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PURPOSE OF THE REPORT 

1. To seek approval from the Cabinet for the South Ribble Local Prevention Zone Framework. 

PORTFOLIO RECOMMENDATIONS

2. Cabinet approves the South Ribble Local Prevention Zone Framework and notes that this is a dynamic document that will be amended on a frequent basis in line with the dynamic risk-based response.

REASONS FOR THE DECISION

3. The South Ribble Local Prevention Zone Framework sets out how the Council will work with partners, businesses and the public at a local level to prevent, contain and manage outbreaks. Successful local management will break the chains of COVID-19 transmission to enable people to return to and maintain a more normal way of life.

CORPORATE OUTCOMES

4. The report relates to the following corporate priorities: (tick all those applicable):

	Excellence, Investment and Financial Sustainability


	

	Health, Wellbeing and Safety


	x

	Place, Homes and Environment


	x


Projects relating to People in the Corporate Plan:

	Our People and Communities


	x


BACKGROUND TO THE REPORT

5. Managing outbreaks is a very dynamic process and the overarching aim of this framework is to ensure that we have plans both to act preventatively to stop outbreaks and to act at the earliest stage of local incidents to prevent a COVID-19 outbreak spreading further.

6. Wherever possible, actions to address outbreaks of COVID-19 will be undertaken in partnership with local communities, on the basis of informed engagement and consent.  

PROPOSALS (e.g. RATIONALE, DETAIL, FINANCIAL, PROCUREMENT)

7. This Framework sets out how the Council with work with local partners, businesses and with the public at a local level to prevent, contain and manage outbreaks.

8. The Framework details the current situation of both pillar 1 and pillar 2 cases in South Ribble and shows low levels of COVID- 19 cases at this current time. This is a very dynamic situation but currently South Ribble is RAG rated GREEN as the number of cases have been consistently low.

9. The purpose of the plan and the impact we want to have: 

· To reduce sources and rates of transmission

· To promote symptomatic testing

· To educate and reassure the local population with general messaging

· To educate targeted groups 

· To improve case finding with daily data

· To bring about more timely contact tracing

· To increase asymptomatic testing 

· To restrict mass gatherings

10.  The Framework details a dynamic risk assessment framework, which will use     the intelligence and evidence base available to us across the district on a regular basis to adapt the range of interventions available to us.

11.  The Framework also contains a plan and course of action which details actions that are being and will be undertaken to prevent, contain and manage any potential outbreaks. This also includes the powers available to the Council and a Communication Plan. 

12.  The introduction of CODID-19 specific legislation has increased the powers available to both the Council and Lancashire County Council. These powers will be used with discretion and in consultation with the Director of Public Health. 

13. The Health Protection (Coronavirus, Restriction) (England No3) Regs 2020 came into force on the 18th July and these powers are only exercisable by the upper Tier authority and therefore LCC will exercise them on behalf of South Ribble Borough Council. LCC can issue a direction to any individual premises, event or public place if they feel there is an imminent serious risk to public health.  The Director of Public Health can also direct the Council to carry out the above duties.

14.  Annex A of the report details the powers available to the South Ribble Borough Council to control the spread of the COVID-19 which includes amongst others the use of improvement and prohibition notices for non-compliant businesses.
CONSULTATION CARRIED OUT AND OUTCOME OF CONSULTATION

15. Community support and protecting community cohesion is crucial for the success of this plan, as it requires behaviour change and awareness of how cultural norms affect infection rates. We have an existing community engagement network to enable us to communicate with key community contacts, elected members, and stakeholders in the relevant wards, as well as pan-borough representative groups, to inform them of the situation, and provide reassurance. We are engaging with our community via social media and specifically raising awareness in high risk settings.
ALTERNATIVE OPTIONS CONSIDERED AND REJECTED

16. The alternative option is to continue with the status quo.   

17. If the status quo was to be maintained, it is likely that the Council would not have an agreed framework to clarify responsibilities and empower the Council to take preventative action and make strong decisions locally.
AIR QUALITY IMPLICATIONS

18. NONE.

RISK MANAGEMENT

19.  The key risk if a framework is not approved is that the Council will not have framework of how the Council will work with partners, businesses and with members of the public at a local level to prevent, contain and manage outbreaks of COVID-19.
EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY IMPACT

20.  As discussed where ever possible any actions to address outbreaks of COVID-19 will be undertaken in partnership with the local community and this will consider the equality and diversity impact of any decisions made.
COMMENTS OF THE STATUTORY FINANCE OFFICER

21. The framework describes the need to increase capacity.  A new post of Health Prevention Practitioner has been created and will be funded by LCC (£41,000).  LCC will also provide additional funding of £30,000 to support other costs that may be required, for example staff doing additional work out of hours or overtime.  Thorough details regarding the financial impact of Covid-19, both to date and the forecasts for the rest of this year and beyond, will be reported in the next budget monitoring report for quarter 1.
COMMENTS OF THE MONITORING OFFICER

22. It is imperative of course that the council continues to work effectively and proactively with its partners and the public to tackle the continuing challenges posed by COVID-19. The proposed Framework is designed to contribute towards that. An effective dialogue with the Upper Tier Authority (County Council) is particularly important. 
BACKGROUND DOCUMENTS 

There are no background papers to this report.

APPENDICES 


Appendix A South Ribble Local Prevention Framework.
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